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T]w 1937 sack of Nanking
(above, Jupanese bayonet Chinese
prisoners) was a preview of Japanese
military excesses U.S. soldiers

later came to Enow personally.
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ies such as the Nanjing massacre, sug-
ts Yoshiki Mine, a member of the Cabi-
Councillor’s Office on External Affairs.
e’ll announce a series of programmes
-ing the first half of next year, in time to
-k the 50th anniversary of the surren-
" he says. Mine hopes the programmes
settle the problem. But others are far
certain.
Paying compensation to Asian victims
ae war tends to be handled by sections
qe Foreign Ministry dealing with bilat-
relationships, says Sumiko Shimizu, a
alist upper house MP who has taken a
- interest in the comfort-woman issue.
v don’t have much leverage, budget-
or otherwise, and the country’s politi-
ieadership is too badly split to resolve
problems properly.
“he result, says Shimizu, is that the gov-
nent adopts a “little by little” approach
Jl\-'mg war-claims problems. “This has
going on for vears and it’s highly un-
v that we'll be able to settle evervthing
sugust 1995,” Shimizu says.
"he tragedy of Japan’s fumbling g
«ch to the war, says Seiichiro JES#gi,
2ssor of modern Chinese h#fOrv at
.ma University, is that thep&géire “real
> to discuss,” but neithegfde is tack-
them properly.
akagi believes the jurig fcal status of
“okyo War Crimes Trij#inal, set up by
ictorious allies to judffe Japanese war
2rs, is one such issue
Jany people in Japhn probably feel
»tful about the statugof the Tokyo Tri-
., but it doesn’t helgf when a politidan
= questions about # in the same sen-
with an assertioff that the Nanjing
acre was ‘fiction’, §he says.
nother issue that ghalvsts say sticks in
ninds of many Jafanese is the drop-
of atom bombs §n Hiroshima and
:saki. While the furrent mayor of
shima has called f@r Japan to repent
s history of aggresgion and invasion,
- Japanese look is city and see
selves as victims, §n emotion that
>s full acknowledgefnent of Japan's
1 the war all the mor§difficult.
1e United States and Efgope may not
apan raising such issue§y but Takagi
s it's ime to look at thear from a
»ective of history not just as &efeated
2 that can’t look beyond its ro%gas an
“ican client state.
ine, the Cabinet councillor, is marg
nore optimistic that Japan may even-
- be able to come to terms with its
“We've emerged from a period when
was little or no discussion about the
> and wrongs of the war, but now at
people are speaking up and voicing
us opinions on it,” he says. The dan-
that the debate may take more time
‘apan can afford if it wants to be more
a bit-player in the post-Cold War
: ]
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One Man’s Crusade

Kenji Ono lifts the veil on

anjing massacre

Time and silence have

conspired to obscure the

truth about the Nanjing

massacre. Scholars —

| and the general public —

have found it difficult to

unearth the facts about the “rape” of the
Chinese city by Japanese soldiers in 1937
because those who were there at the time
are either dead — or don’t have much to
say on the subject Lalese=amsgysife Miki

Matsubara’ ent is typical: "Viaig:
ther did se 'ethm&m he war. D _-‘n‘-»
told us’wha 2

It s e ston in the countryside.

2@ cone was in China during the war,
Wtner people in the village are likely to
know about it, but they probably won’t ask
for details,” says a school teacher in north-

SS3Md VHIND N IOON

Japanese Kkilling field.

eastern Japan, a major recruiting-groug
for the Imperial Army. “That's bgs#lse
most people would rather get gggith their
daily lives than spend tiggg®lgging into a
subject that can cgig@®Iuse pain and em-
But Kenji Ono soldiers on. A 44-year-
old factory worker who lives in a small
town in Fukushima prefecture, 200 kilo-
metres north of Tokyo, Ono is making a
one-man effort to change that reluctance to
face up to the past. Starting in 1988, he has
made an avocation of interviewing farm-
ers in his area who served in the notorious
Aizu Wakamatsu battalion, one of the Im-
perial Army units most closely associated
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with the massacre.

Ono says that his bosses in a major
chemical firm probably know about his re-
search, although he has never told them
how he spends his free time. His work
schedule — long shifts on the factory floor
punctuated by 36-hour breaks — is onc
reason he has the time to drive arounc
Fukushima interviewing farmers.

Not being married is another. “Af
mother tolerates what I do — but [ coul:
never afford to spend my time like this if .
bad a wife,” he says. But Ono’s phon.

Sber is unlisted, and he refuses to b
phdWgraphed, ostensibly so he won't be
come Ngrget of the uvoku, extreme-rightis
%o have harassed those lookin.

groups
into Japan gole in the war.
Ono’s fingings, published in part in th

weekly magaBine Shukan Kinvob: and r-

ported in the Aghi newspaper, have bee -
hailed by libera panese scholars as th
first work on whaghappened in Nanjing t

be based on Japarf@e sources.

Previous estimaig of the Nanjing deat
toll relied either on @inese claims that th..
Imperial Army kille§@as many as 420,00
people — more than e entire populatic
of the dity at the time'8f the occupation —-
or on the evidence ofAmerican schola:~
who were teaching at@Nanjing Universic.
before the invasion.

Ono’s research hagffocused on only 3
single incident in whit may have been 3
series of killings that |#ted for months. B::t
he claims to have effablished from fire:-
hand sources that Jaanese soldiers shot .
bayonetted severajthousand Chinese pr:--
oners of war angPcivilians during a thre.-
day period in # fid-December 1937

“The tragédy,” savs Ono, “is that no-
one kno Z the names of the victims. Ex-
cept o %ne Chinese soldier who managud
to gffite a letter to the Japanese Govern-

ent which was eventually delivered in
Tokyo, we are dealing with numbers oniv
not with individuals who can be traced like
the victims of the Nazi Holocaust.”

His methods are simple enough. “I be-
gan by getting a list from the prefectural
public library of families who had some-
one in the Aizu Wakamatsu battalion,” he .
says. “I wrote to hundreds of families a~k- !
ing for an interview to discuss the war and
was eventually able to visit about 60U
homes. Two hundred people talked to mv
seriously, and about 30 turned out to have
kept diaries covering the crudial days when
the killing started in Nan]mg.“

Ono claims to
diaries from

copied 20
e was able to locate
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