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IVEH STORY

res such as the Nanjing lrussacre, sug-
ts Yoshiki Mine, a member of the Cabi-
Counciilor's Office on External Affairs.
e'll annotrnce a series of programmes
ing the first hdf of next year, in time to
:k the 50th arur.iversary of the surren-
," he says. Mine hopes the programmes
settie the problem. But others are far
certain.

rapng compensation to Asian vict'ims

--re h'ar tends to be handled by sections
re Foreign Minisbry dealing with bilat-
reiatiorships, says Sumiko Shimizu, a

alist upper house MP who has taken a
.e inierest in the comJort-woman issue.
v don't have much leverage, budget-
or otherwise, and the count4/s politi-
ieaderslLip is too badlv split to resoive
problems properiv.

Jre result, savs Shimiztr, is that the gor'-
nent adopts a "little bv little" approach
-rlrtng r,r'ardaims probiems. 'This has
r going on for vears and it's highlv un-

i'that r+'e'11be able to settle eventhing
\ugust 7995," Shrmizu savs.
he kagedv of Japan's fumblin
ch to the l^'ar, savs Seiichiro
essor of modern Chinese bi
.ma Universifi', is that

= to diso:ss," but nei
:hem properh'.
akag believes the i-okvo War Crimes Tri
ict6rious allies to i
:rs, is one such issue

'{any people in Ja

'trul about the sta
.i, but it doesn't
s ouestions about

1

u.ith an
ace \^'as 'fiction',
noiher issue that;
rinds of manv Ja
of atom bombs

:saki. While the
shima has called
s historv of

selves as victim!,
-'s fuII acknor+'led
:l the war all the
.re United States and
apan raising such
s it's time to look at the

'ective of history not iust as\
r that can't look beyond its
:ican dient state.
rne, the Cabinet councillor, is
nore optimistic that Japm rrury even-
' be able to come to terrns h'ith its
'1rVe've emerged from a perid when
u'as little or no disctrssion about the

r and wronp of the war, but now at
people are speaking up and voicing
tu opinions on it," he says. The dan-
that the debate may take more time

,apan can afford if it wants to be more
a bit-player in the post{old War

JAPAH

ty'oriiian-. dunne a tirr."-'-
ffa-o"."*ber 1931.
1'," saVS Gro, "Lc that nir-

wa-s able
oP
to

One Man's Crusade
(enji Onol@!!g,

Time and silence have
conspired to obscr:re the
rr:th about the Naniing
massacre. Scholars -and the genera-l pubiic -have found it diffiorlt to

unearth the fucts about the "rape" of the
Chinese city by Japanese soldiers in 1937
because those who were there at the time
are either dead - or don't have much to
sa), on the subi ife Miki
Matsubara'
ther di
told

their
into a

pain and em-

But Ken[ Ono soldiers on. A 46year-
old factory worker who Iives in a smaLl
town in Fukr:shima prefecture, 200 kilo-
metres north of Tokyo, Ono is making a

onerrun effort to change that reluctance to
face up to the past. Starting in 1988, he has
made an avocation of interviewing farm-
ers in his area who served in the notorious
Aizu WakamaBu battalion, one of the Im-
perial Armv units most dosely associated

FAR EASTEHN ECONOMIC BEVIEW

massacre

with the rrussacre.
Ono says that his bosses in a major

chemical firm probabiv knorr'about his re.
search, although he has never told thern
hor,*' he spends his fi'ee time. His i.r'orl.
schedule - long shifts on the facton' floor
puncluated by 36hour breaks - is onr
reason he has the time to drive arounc
Fukushima inten"iert ing farmers.

Not being married is another. "\1r
mother tolerales .*a'hat I do - but I coul;
never afford to spend mv lime iilce thi,c ii ,

a ude," he savs. But Ono's phon'.
is unlisted, and he retuses to b

ostensibiv so he r\'on't br
of the uuoku, exfrem*nghh--
have harasseci those tootrn

in the r+'ar.

published in part in th
Shulan Kinuobi and rt-
i nervspaper, have bee
apanese scholars as tl^

ppened in \anjing t
,sources.

of the Nanirng ieai
inese ciainr-. that ti..

rrranv as -i20,N
enhre oopulatic :

the ocrupation --
erican schola:-
jing Universi:'.

rctrsed on onlr' .i

mav have been .r

for months. B:::
biished rrom frs:-

soldiers shot .,:'
nd Chinese pn--

I

the names of the rictims. Er-
Chinese soldiern'ho mana gr'.i

ite a letter to the iapanese Govertr-
which was evenhrallv delivered in

Tokvo, we are dealing'n'ith'numbrers onir
not with indil'iduais who can be kaced Iike
the victims of the Nazi Holocaust."

His methods are simple enough. "l L.e-

gan by getting a list from the prefectural 
,

public librarv of families rr'ho had sonr(L
one in the Aizu Wakamatsu battaiion," ht-

says. "l wrote to hundreds of families a.I'- i

in! for an hten'iew to discuss the ra'ar an.i ;
wis eventually able to visit u6ou1 t.t)()l
homes. Two hundred people talked tcr rtrr'l
seriously, and about 30 rurned out to h.rvcl
kept diaries covering the cn-rcial davs rlltcn

,--
story in the countrvside.

was in Chiria during the wal,
people in the vilJage are likelv to

knou'about it, but thev probafiv rt'sn't ask
for details," says a schooi teacher in north-

portd in the

I stahrs of
., set up bv

Imperial Armv ki

of the cilr at the
when a po'litioan
in the sarne sen-
that the Nanpng

or on the evidence
'*'ho were teaching
before the invasion.

Ono's research
lvsts sav sticks in single incident in r+'

series of kiliings that
he dairns to have

of Japan's

eastern Japan, a major recruiting
for the Imperial Army. 'That's
most people would rather get
daily lives than spen$

Japanese Hlllng lleld.

ied
krc

1g

diaries from

AUGUST 2g

the kiiling started in
Ono claims to I

people - more than
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