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O 1 Research on War and Conflicts:
O' I Methodological Considerations

The author has written extensively on nuclear weapons

systems, on threats of nuclear war, on defence capabili-

ti"., on arms sales and on studies of wars, conflicts and

coups. This experience has led him to realize the disparity
in the data available on wars and conflicts as opposed to

the arms race. In this essay, he raises the question of

why there is so much on the latter and so little on the

former and offers a typology of categories of events which

should be the subject of research, stressing the need to

take great care in flnding functional categories' He then

focuses on specific problems which concern three overall

subject categories: wars and armed conflicts, foreign mili-
tary intervention and military coups d'6tat. In conclusion,

he proposes a pragmatic and rigourous approach to im-

prove research on wars and conflicts.

INTRODUCTIONl

on 29 June 1914 the N ew York Timescarried two headlines on its front

page. The large one, of three columns, read:

Heir to Auslria's Throle is S}ain With His Wife by Bosnian Youth to Avetige

Seizure of His CountrY
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